Walt Whitman
The Writing Process:

Using page 8 of Notebook #101 (Notebook #86 pages 12 and 15 would also work)

· Use page 8 to show students that even great writers had to edit their writing.  Have the students read this page silently.  

· Read the page aloud and display the entry on an overhead or Elmo.  Discuss with the students the editing that Whitman made during his writing process.  Show the students that there are two different ink colors used for his editing.

· Questions that the students could answer about the writing:

· What did Whitman cross out?  How does this change affect the meaning of his writing?

· What does the lighter ink entry represent in the writing process?

· What does the darker ink entry represent in the writing process?

·  With the use of computers, how has the process of writing and editing changed?
· Is this new process as valuable as the past process used by Whitman?

· What are your thoughts about editing your work on paper so as to se what you have changed?

· What process, the computer or paper, has the best impact on one’s writing?

· What is the importance of editing your writing?

· As an independent assignment you could have the students pull out a work in progress and have them edit a couple pages.  Remind them that editing should be done in a different color pen.  If this work is on the computer ask them to edit the work in their way, but if they are to use the computer ask them to make their corrections in a different font color.
· These examples can be used again later if students are still having trouble with the editing process.

Creative Writing:


Use Whitman’s Cardboard Butterfly 

· Discuss with the student that poetry can be presented in many different forms.  Such as, in art.  Have the students brainstorm poems that they have seen in an artistic form.

· Show the students Whitman’s Cardboard Butterfly.  Have them read the poem and think about the way that Whitman presented his work.  
· Brainstorm some other forms that poems could be presented in.  

· Have the students write a poem about something that they enjoy or describe them the best.  After they have completed this poem then have the students brainstorm ideas of how they can present their poem.  
· This project could take a week or two to finish.  

Mood:

Use pages 2, 4, 6, and 8 from Notebook #101

· Have the students read these pages silently.  Then read the pages to the class and discuss the mood of each passage.

· Discussion questions:
· How does the passage make you feel?

· What is happening during the passage?

· Besides seeing images as you read the passage, do you hear sounds or rhythms?

· How does this affect the mood?

· What are some words that could create a mood in your poetry?  With this create a master list of different words that could be used to create a mood.
· Then have the students take a piece of their poetry and ask them to underline the words or phrases that create the mood.  Have the students exchange their poems and share what they feel as they are reading.
This can then turn into a new writing assignment for the students.  

“Proud Music of the Sea-Storm”

Page 199-203

· Have the students read Whitman’s poem “Proud Music of Sea-Storm”.

· After they finish reading the poem, read it aloud.  

· Ask the students if they noticed anything different about he punctuation in the poem.  Have them circle what they believe is different.

· Then have the students discuss what they noticed.  Example, explanation points and parenthesis.  

· Conversation:

· Why do you think Walt Whitman used these different forms of punctuation?

· What did they bring to the poem?

· Do they hurt the meaning of the poem?  Why or why not?

· Was it necessary to use so much punctuation?

· Form small groups and hand them one clean copy of the poem.  Ask the students to discuss what punctuation could be deleted from the poem and still have the same meaning.  The students should be able to explain why they made the edits.  

· Finish by having the students look at their most recent poem and edit their punctuation.  Have them add or delete by crossing out or circling the new punctuation.  As they finish the editing have them write a short paragraph on why they changed the poem and what was added to it with the change.
Interpretation of Text


Page 24-25 and 83 or Notebook #80

· Have the students read pages 24-25 and 83.  As they read through the work have them write down questions they may have about the entry, and have them write down what they understand about the passage.

· After about 5 minutes read each entry to the class.  Discuss the entries after reading each or at the very end.

· Discuss the symbolism of grass and why Whitman used this object in his writing.

· Discuss the culture at this time and Whitman’s feelings.  What in the culture influenced Whitman to use “grass”?

· Have the student think about today’s culture.  Make a list of terms that best describe that culture.  Then with the list in mind have the students write a few sentences about the world today (This can be done in pairs.)  Share the sentences at the end of the lesson.  Have the students listen for the set of words and for the hidden symbolism.

This lesson can then be used in the student’s free writing/journals or an upcoming writing assignment.  Remind them that if they are going to use symbolism in an assignment that it is clear to understand and properly fits in the topic.

Transcript of Text.

Page 24


Different objects which decay, and by the chemistry of nature, their bodies are into spears of grass.


America (?) combines the spirit of the past.

Page 25


Bring all the art and science of the world, and baffle and humble if one spear of grass.


Liberty is not the (future?) but the dawn of the morning of a nation.


The night has passed and the day appears when people walk abroad to do evil or to do good.

Page 83



I (?) the point of Equality


And a mouse is miracle enough to (stagger?) trillions of infields.


And I cannot put a toe anywho to the ground


But it must touch (numberless or nevertheless?) and curious books


Each one scoring all that schools and science can do fully to (?) them

